
 
Your Kloubec Koi are Healthy and Happy pets that can provide many years of 

enjoyment! Koi can live in home ponds for over 50 years! Here are some suggestions on 

how to care for them. 

Bringing Your New Koi Home 

 
Kloubec recommends that you quarantine EVERY new Koi for at least two weeks.  
Float the sealed bag of Koi in your quarantine tank or pond in the shade for at 
least 15 minutes, or until the water temperature inside the bag is within 2-4 
degrees of the new water temperature. KEEP OUT OF THE DIRECT SUN! Heat 
transferred by the plastic bag can kill your Koi very quickly! 
 

 Open the bag and fold it down, then reach in with your bare hands and 
LIFT the Koi over the edge of the bag into the new water. DO NOT pour the 
fouled water into your system. Remove the bag and discard the fouled 
water.  

 Do not feed your Koi for 2 days. Their internal organs need time to adjust 
to all of the changes. Five only one brand of Koi food if possible.  

 Your Koi have been raised on Kloubec Platinum Koi Cuisine since birth here 
on the Kloubec Koi Farm. Just like other pets, switching diets can be 
disruptive to their body function. Feed Kloubec Platinum Koi Cuisine. It is a 
completely balanced Koi diet.  

 Koi are cold blooded and their metabolism is dependent on the water 
temperature. Do not offer Koi food in water temperatures below 50 
degrees. Feed lightly with Kloubec Platinum Koi Cuisine Wheat in 
temperatures between 55 and 65 degrees. Feed high protein Kloubec 
Platinum Koi Cuisine in water temperatures over 65 degrees.  

Koi Hate Change! 

 Koi can adapt to nearly any pH, water hardness or water temperature – but 
sharp changes in water parameters stress the Koi. Stress can cause your 
pets to succumb to parasites or disease.  

 Low oxygen level also stresses Koi. Larger volumes of water have more 
stable parameters. Colder climates should have deeper ponds, 4-6 feet 
minimum. Shade is ideal to keep temperatures more consistent. Only change 
a small amount of water at a time to reduce temperature fluctuations.  

 Koi are curious. If you step into a Koi pond the Koi will swim towards you 
to see what’s new in their environment. Koi are playful. Most can be 
trained to hand feed, and many like to be petted.  
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Keep Your Pond Clean! 

 No leaves, debris or plant matter should accumulate on the pond bottom. 
Bottom drains will move Koi waste to the filter.  

 Do not use ANY pesticides near the pond, or any place where water could 
wash pesticides into the pond. A raised pond edge is very helpful.  

 Sludge build-up can be treated using Aqua-Meds Sludge Remover once a 
week, but filtration is the key.  

 

Water: 

 Always add a chlorine remover such as Ultimate BEFORE you add city water 
to your pond. Use Ultimate for EVERY water change.  

 pH should be above 7, and up to 9. Use Trans pH meter to simply check your 
pH. 

 Hard water is GOOD! 
 Never lower the pH. 

 

Filtration: 

 Filters should run 24 hours a day. 
 There should be 3 stages of filtration: 

o First- removal of fish waste and leaves 
o Second-remove the fine particles that can cloud the water. 
o Third-perform ‘biologic’ filtration. A filter is a place for beneficial 

bacteria to colonize. One colony of beneficial bacteria converts 
ammonia (80% from fish respiration and 20% from fish waste) to 
Nitrite. A second colony of beneficial bacteria converts Nitrite to 
Nitrate. Nitrate is plant fertilizer, and will be consumed by plants or 
should be removed by frequent water changes.  

 Beneficial bacteria are in the water. The naturally occurring beneficial 
bacteria will colonize a filter in about 8 weeks. You can add beneficial 
bacteria to speed up this process, Kloubec Triple Formulated Pond Additive.  

 Filters need to be cleaned. How often depends on how many Koi and how 
much they are eating. Clean at least once a week in the summer, once a 
month in the spring and fall. 

 

Koi Growth: 

 Koi Growth is controlled by pheromones in the water. Water changes will 
reduce pheromones and allow Koi to grow to their potential. 

 Koi can grow until they are 15 years of age, albeit more slowly after the 
first 5 years.  
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Secrets to a Healthy Pond 
 

 Provide LOTS of oxygen! Air pumps with air stones are the best. Do not 
depend on just a waterfall. Ponds need oxygen day and night. Large Koi 
require more oxygen than smaller Koi. Maintain oxygen level above 4 ppm.  

 Do frequent water changes! Rule of Thumb- change 10% per day. That way 
the water parameters, (temp, pH etc) do not change too fast and stress 
your Koi. Use Ultimate or KoiRx/DeTox to neutralize chloramines or 
chlorine with EVERY water change. 

 

Weekly: 

 Use Aqua Medzyme to prevent bacterial build-up that causes ulcers and rot. 
 Test your pond water (and keep a chart) for Temperature, pH, Total 

Alkalinity, Ammonia and Nitrite.  
 Use Aqua Meds Sludge Remover if needed for sludge build-up. 

 

Monthly: 

 Test pond water for Nitrates. If above 60 ppm, do more frequent partial 
water changes.  

Twice a Year: (spring & fall) 

 Treat pond for anchor worms, with ProForm LA. 
 Treat pond for flukes and internal parasites with Praziquantel. 
 Treat pond with ProForm C or Terminate for other parasites.   

 

 

If You Need HELP! 

 

We’re always happy to share our experience with you and help in any way we can. We will do our 

best to answer your questions. You can find our suggestions for many of the most commonly asked 

questions on the HOME page of our website under INFORMATION PAGES, or send us an email, 

info@kloubeckoi.com. 
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